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ACCREDITATION 
STANDARDS: 

42.1.3, 42.2.1 
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8 September 2015              2 

 
 

 
BY THE ORDER OF:  

Chief John S. Thomson  

 

 

SUPERSEDES ORDER #: Criminal Case Management V3C10 

 

 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this written directive is to establish the administrative and operational 

processes necessary for an efficient, effective criminal investigations process. 
 
POLICY: Successful investigations are based on fidelity, accuracy and sincerity in lawfully searching 

for the true facts of an event under investigation and on an equal accuracy, faithfulness, 
and probity in memorializing the results of an investigation.  It is the policy of the Camden 
County Police Department to investigate criminal cases to the fullest extent possible and 
to present defendants for prosecution as directed by other elements of the criminal justice 
system. 
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PROCEDURE: 
 

I. CASE SCREENING 
 

A. The Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall screen all criminal reports 
generated by the department for follow-up assignment or closure at the preliminary 
investigation stage based upon solvability factors.  Cases deemed low solvability 
shall be administratively closed. 

 
B. Whenever possible, the Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall assign 

cases requiring a specialized skill, knowledge, and ability to the detective who 
possesses those credentials.  The Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall 
take the following criteria into consideration when assigning such cases:  

 
1. Special Investigations - The detective(s) shall be assigned to conduct 

follow-up activity on crimes/offenses based upon caseload and the 
detective’s past experience.  This assignment of cases may deviate 
minimally for on-call status cases.  These detectives shall be assigned to 
conduct investigations relating to: 

 
a. Shoot Response Team (SRT) 
 
b. Violent Crimes Task Force 
 
c. HIDTA/ Narcotics Gang Unit 

 
2. Special Victims/Major Crimes - The detective(s) shall be assigned to 

conduct follow-up activity on crimes/offenses based upon caseload and the 
detective’s past experience.  This assignment of cases may deviate 
minimally for on-call status cases.  These detectives shall be assigned to 
conduct investigations relating to: 

 
a. Juvenile Services 
 
b. General Investigations 
 
c. Missing Persons 
 
d. Domestic Violence & Sex Crimes 
 
e. Theft/Fraud 

 
3. On-Call Case Assignment - The detective(s) shall be assigned on a rotating 

basis to be on-call.  Cases occurring during this time period shall be 
automatically assigned to the on-call detective.  Assistance by a specialist 
may be used to provide investigative support to the investigative efforts. 

 
C. Criminal Investigation Case Type  

 
1. Original Investigations: Investigations undertaken prior to the filing of a 

formal complaint.  Original investigations consist of joint investigations or 
exclusive investigations.  
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2. Joint investigations: Investigations conducted cooperatively or in 
conjunction with investigative activity of another law enforcement agency.  
Case types include assisting local police, state agency, county prosecutor, 
or other agency.  

 
3. Exclusive investigations: Those investigations conducted solely by 

department personnel.  Note: The intent is to distinguish investigations 
involving substantial contributions by other agencies from those conducted 
independently by our department.  Contact with other agencies limited to 
the exchange for information would not constitute a joint investigation.   

 
4. Post Complaint Investigations: Investigations undertaken in response to a 

previously filed criminal complaint, e.g., investigative activities to complete 
a case file for court presentation or disposition.  

 
 

D. The Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall consider the seriousness and 
complexity of each case and reach a decision concerning the appropriate number 
of detectives to assign to a case. 

 
1. There shall be only one detective assigned primary responsibility as the 

“lead detective” for each assigned case. 
 
2. The assignment of additional detectives is intended to provide investigative 

support to the lead detective. 
 
3. The Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall coordinate the 

distribution of work on any case having more than one detective assigned. 
 

E. In reaching a decision on whether or not to assign a case for follow up 
investigation, the Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall consider the 
following solvability factors of the case: 

 
1. Were there witnesses to the crime? 
 
2. Can a suspect be named? 
 
3. Can a suspect be located? 
 
4. Can a suspect be described? 
 
5. Can a suspect be identified? 
 
6. Was the suspect previously seen? 
 
7. Can the suspect’s vehicle be identified? 
 
8. Is the stolen property traceable? 
 
9. Is a significant modus operandi present? 
 
10. Is significant physical evidence present? 
 
11. Was there opportunity for anyone but the suspect to commit the crime?  
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12. Is there some other significant reason to believe that the crime may be 
solved with a reasonable amount of investigative effort? 

 
13. Severity of the case vs. caseload. 
 
14. Degree of crime (injuries to the victim, weapon used, pattern of crime).  
 
15. If the victim refused to cooperate or does not want to pursue charges or 

continue with the investigation.  
 

F. Proactive Case Assignments 
 

1. Nothing in this written directive shall be construed to prevent the Detective 
Bureau Commander or designee from assigning investigative personnel to 
generate an investigation based upon criminal activity patterns or 
confidential leads. 

 
 
II. CASE MANAGEMENT 
 

A. The Detective Bureau Commander or designee shall assign all active cases to 
their personnel.  They are responsible for the swift and proper management of all 
cases originating in or assigned to their personnel.  The cases shall be recorded 
and managed through the case management system.  The system shall minimally 
indicate the status of all cases with the following information: 

 
1. Detective assigned; 
 
2. Date assigned; 
 
3. Agency number assigned;  
 
4. Case type; and 
 
5. Final disposition and date of final disposition. 

 
B. The following administrative designators/case disposition shall be applied to each 

case, as applicable.  These case designators are the only designators used by the 
Camden County Police Department and shall be recorded in the case 
management system. 

 
1. Cleared Arrest - The investigation is cleared by arrest and court 

proceedings have been initiated. 
 
2. Active - The case is still actively investigated. 
 
3. Exceptionally Cleared - The investigation is exceptionally cleared.  The 

accused is identified, there is enough information to support an arrest, his 
location is known, but you are unable to gain custody; complainant refused 
to prosecute; death of accused; or extradition denied. 

 
4. Unfounded - Investigation shows a crime did not occur.  (e.g., a vehicle is 

reported stolen.  Investigation reveals the vehicle was repossessed.) 
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5. Filed/Inactive - All investigative leads have been exhausted.  Investigation 
may be filed/inactive 30 days after the initial investigation after approval 
from the Detective Bureau Commander or designee.  Cases may remain 
"filed/inactive" unless the status changes.  Cases may be reopened 
immediately upon the development of new information and a 
Supplementary Report must be completed indicating new leads and new 
disposition. 

 
a. On a quarterly basis, Staff Inspections, Investigative Command 

Staff or designee may conduct random audits of case file 
dispositions. 

 
III. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION FILES 

 
A. Criminal investigation files may minimally include investigation reports, incident 

reports, recorded or written statements, supplemental reports, evidence 
submission request, analysis reports, photographs relating to the case and any 
other reports and documents related to the investigation.  The case file shall also 
contain contemporaneous notes, whether handwritten, typed, entered into an 
electronic note-taking device or audio recorded, that describes or memorializes the 
note taker’s personal perception of what transpired in the course of a witness 
interview or that memorializes the officer’s personal observations at the scene of 
the crime of the first, second, third, or fourth degree under New Jersey law, 
whether committed by an adult or a juvenile.   

 
B. Accessibility to Files 

 
1. The Detective Bureau’s investigation case files shall be maintained in 

electronic format.  Access to the active investigation reports and records 
shall be limited to appropriate investigative and command personnel.  
Limited information from closed investigations may be available upon 
request for non-investigative staff and non-command personnel for 
information sharing purposes only.  

 
C. Confidentiality of Investigations 
 

1. Except as investigative needs require, investigators shall refrain from 
discussing any aspect of their activities with any person not involved in law 
enforcement. 

 
2. From time to time, investigators are required to conduct investigations that 

are, by nature, confidential.  Examples would be official corruption, 
complaints against police and complaints against public officials.  Such 
investigations are not to be discussed with anyone outside of the 
investigative chain of command except in furtherance of the investigation. 

 
3. An investigator who has any concern about the propriety of speaking with 

someone outside of the department on these types of investigations will 
first consult with a supervisor before proceeding further. 

 
D. Procedures for the destruction of agency criminal investigation files shall be in 

accordance with the New Jersey Division of Archives and Records Management, 
Records Retention and Disposition Schedule and with NJAC15:3-2.2 (Disposal of 
Public Records). 
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1. The custodian of records shall dispose of these records following the 
expiration of the designated retention period unless otherwise indicated by 
the Chief of Police. 

 
2. The custodian of records shall prepare the necessary disposal forms and 

forward the completed forms to the Chief of Police for endorsement. 
 

IV. ACCOUNTABILITY FOR CONDUCTING INVESTIGATIONS 
 

A. Preliminary Investigation 
 

1. The preliminary investigation begins when the first officer arrives at the 
scene and continues until a transfer of responsibility to the appropriate 
investigative personnel.   

 
2. The assigned police officer shall initiate and complete as many of the 

activities listed below as needed.  The individual circumstances of the 
incident shall determine how many of the activities are required.  As soon 
as the preliminary investigation is concluded the police officer shall 
complete an incident report.  The following activities are part of the 
preliminary investigation: 

 
a. Observe all conditions, events, and remarks.  Provide aid to the 

injured. 
 
b. Locate and identify witnesses.  Canvas the area around scene 

including routes taken prior to and after crime by victim and 
suspects for additional crime scene, witnesses or video.  

 
c. Furnish other field units, through the communications center, 

descriptions, method and direction of flight, and other relevant 
information concerning wanted persons or vehicle. 

 
d. Protect, maintain, and arrange for the collection of crime scene 

evidence ensuring that none is lost or contaminated.  Make 
immediate notification of the crime to other units.  The police officer 
assigned shall be responsible for initiating action to inform other 
appropriate law enforcement agencies of a serious crime or one 
requiring immediate on-scene follow-up investigation. 

 
e. Properly and lawfully interview, and if needed, obtain statements 

from the complainant, witness, victim, and suspect.  Obtain 
statements from victims and witnesses and from the suspect, if 
such statements can be obtained legally.  Determine if a crime has 
actually been committed, and if so, the exact nature of the crime.  
Determine the identity of the suspects, and affect an arrest, if it can 
be accomplished either at the scene, through immediate pursuit, or 
search of areas where suspect may be found. 

 
f. Search for and attempt to recover stolen property. 
 
g. Accurately and completely record all pertinent information on the 

prescribed report forms.  
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3. Upon the arrival of an assigned Detective, the police officer(s) shall:  
 

a. Brief the Detective on all pertinent information; 
 
b. Assist the Detective where necessary or requested; 
 
c. Prepare the necessary report(s) to maintain continuity of evidence; 
 
d. Make appropriate entry on the Incident Report as to the identity of 

the Detective relieving him/her; 
 
e. Return to his/her prior assignment or patrol operations activity upon 

completion of necessary reports and when the Detective requires no 
further assistance.  

 
B. Follow-up Investigation  
 

1. The follow-up investigation is an extension of the preliminary investigation.  
The purpose of the follow-up is to provide additional investigation in order to 
affect the arrest of an offender and/or recover stolen property.   

 
2. The preliminary investigation (Incident Report) will be reviewed for case 

developments, solvability factors and other relevant information.  Cases 
requiring follow-up investigation will be assigned to the appropriate 
Investigative Unit Supervisor.  The Investigative Unit Supervisor will review 
the case and assign to a detective/Investigator as appropriate. 

 
3. Any Detective receiving information on any investigation, whether assigned 

to the Detective or another, shall submit the information on a Supplemental 
Report.  A supplemental report must be prepared by each Detective who 
works on the case, but not necessarily for each occasion he/she works on 
it.  Upon completion of the follow-up investigation, all discoverable reports 
shall be submitted to the supervisor for review. 

 
4. Basic activities of the follow-up investigation include: 

 
a. Properly plan and organize method of follow-up investigation.  

Conduct searches and arrange for the proper collection, analysis, 
and evaluation of evidence.   

 
b. Review and analyze all previous reports, records, and laboratory 

results prepared during the preliminary investigation.   
 
c. Conduct follow-up interviews and interrogations as required both 

with victims, witnesses, and suspects.  Investigators should make a 
second contact with the victim after several days from initial contact.   

 
d. Seek additional information from other sources including both patrol 

officers and street level intelligence. 
 
e. Identification and apprehension of the offender.  
 

1) Search through and analyze information systems data 
including but not limited to: LEAA, Picture Link, Eye In Sky 
Video, License Plate reader; NCIC, 911 call system as well 
as other appropriate information sources. 
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f. Ascertain involvement of suspects and or offenders in other crimes.   
 
g. Seek and review criminal histories.  
 
h. Properly prepare reports for prosecutorial review and courtroom 

presentation. 
 
i. During the course of a follow-up investigation, circumstances may 

arise where the victim will express their desire to waive additional 
investigative procedure or criminal prosecution.  Although motivation 
for such a request should be examined, a mechanism for the formal 
acknowledgement and recording of subsequent action will be 
required.  A waiver of investigation and/or criminal prosecution form 
must be completed.  Acknowledgement of this form does not mean 
that the investigation or prosecution may/may not proceed at a 
future period.   

 
j. The detective shall make every effort to reveal an individual as 

being a repeat offender according to definition as furnished in the 
New Jersey Criminal Code Statutes Title 2C.  Notification of these 
findings should be made available to the appropriate prosecuting 
authority. 

 
5. Supplemental Reports 

 
a. All supplemental reports will contain the full name, address, date of 

birth and telephone number of all complainants, defendants or 
suspects, and witnesses. 

 
b. The supplemental report will begin with a brief synopsis of the 

complainant report. 
 
c. The supplemental report will contain the details of the reporting 

officer's preliminary investigation. 
 
d. The supplemental report shall contain the detective's investigation 

including details of: 
 

1) Crime scene search and evidence recovered; 
 
2) Analysis results of evidence seized; 
 
3) Interviews performed and statements taken; 
 
4) Suspect Identification and how obtained; 
 
5) Suspect interview, Miranda warning issuance; 
 
6) Complaints issued, wanted poster issued, service attempts 

and actions taken for suspect apprehension; 
 
7) Recovery of stolen property; or attempts made to recover; 
 
8) All N.C.I.C. entries. 
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e. The supplemental report will end with the last sentence.  The 
supervisor will determine if the investigation is completed and 
decide if the case is unfounded, cleared by arrest, exceptionally 
cleared or filed. 

 
C. Assigned cases will be promptly and thoroughly investigated to a logical 

conclusion, utilizing skillful investigative techniques and processes.  
 

1. Detectives will refer to the Investigative checklist as a guide that includes 
but is not limited to reasonable investigative measures that may be utilized. 
Some measures may be unreasonable or not applicable based on the 
nature and circumstances of a particular case.  

 
2. For Missing Persons incidents, Detectives will also refer to the Investigative 

Checklist for First Responders published by the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children.  

 
3. Supervisors will review case progress and objectives with Detectives 

regularly. Any case that is open over 30 days will be reviewed by the Unit 
Supervisor to review case developments and objectives.  

 
4. Completed investigations or those investigated to a logical conclusion will 

be submitted to the Unit Supervisor for review. Upon review, the Unit 
Supervisor will determine if the case warrants further investigative steps or 
meets the criteria for a clearance/disposition. 
 
 

V. NOTIFICATION, RESPONSE, INVESTIGATIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECIFIC 
INVESTIGATIONS/INCIDENTS 

 
A. The Camden County Police Department will initiate the Preliminary Investigation 

on all reported crimes or incidents requiring investigation. 
 
B. Certain Incidents require notification to or a response by another agency or 

investigative unit to assume investigative responsibility or assist in a joint 
investigation. As outlined in this policy or as directed by an Investigative Bureau 
Supervisor, certain investigations will be turned over to or designated for a joint 
investigation with a Detective(s) with special investigative training or responsibility 
or an outside agency or Task Force with lead investigative responsibility or 
authority. 

 
C. It is the responsibility of any Unit with on-call investigative responsibility to ensure 

that the Camden County Police Department Communications Bureau has the 
appropriate contact information and schedule for notifications. 

 
D. The main point of contact for on-call notification to the Camden County 

Prosecutors Office is the Camden County Communication Bureau. 
 

1. Death Investigations 
 

a. The Camden County Police Department Detective Bureau will 
investigate incidents of sudden or natural deaths. The investigations 
will include coordination with the Medical Examiner’s Office and 
other entities (EMS, Hospital, etc.). 

 



CAMDEN COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT – Criminal Investigations - Page 10 of 29 

b. Accidental Deaths, Suicides, and Overdose will be jointly 
investigated by the Camden County Police Department Detective 
Bureau, and the Camden County Prosecutors Office Major Crimes 
Unit, which must be notified and will respond. 

 
1) Shooting Incidents, Suspicious Deaths, and Homicides will 

be preliminary investigated by the Camden County Police 
Department Detective Bureau, but will be relinquished as 
follows: 

 
a) Shooting Incidents require immediate notification and 

response by the Strategic Multi Agency Shoot Hit 
team (SMASH). The SMASH Detective/Investigator 
will assume the preliminary investigation from the 
Camden County Police Department Patrol 
Officer/Detective Bureau and retain lead 
investigative responsibility, unless and until the 
victim becomes deceased from the injuries rendering 
the case a Homicide. 

 
b) Suspicious Death and Homicides require immediate 

notification and response by: 
 

i. The on-call Camden County Police 
Department member of the SMASH Team; 
and 

 
ii. The Camden County Prosecutors Office 

Homicide Unit.  
 

c) The SMASH/Homicide members will assume the 
preliminary investigation from the Camden County 
Police Department Patrol Officer/Detective Bureau 
and perform a joint investigation of the incident. 

 
2. Child Abuse/Vulnerable Adult Abuse Investigations 

 
a. The purpose of this section is to set out the procedure to be 

followed by the Camden County Police Department, and the 
Division of Child Protection and Permanency when investigating 
suspected incidence of child abuse, attempted abductions, and 
kidnapping.  

 
b. The definition of child abuse for our purposes is any allegation of 

sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, neglect or 
abandonment of a child under the age of 18. 

 
1) The definition of vulnerable adult is a person 18 years of age 

or older who resides in a community setting and who, 
because of a physical or mental illness, disability or 
deficiency, lacks sufficient understanding or capacity to 
make, communicate, or carry out decisions concerning his 
well-being and is the subject of abuse, neglect or 
exploitation. 

 
c. NJ.S. 9:6-8.10 requires all persons to report all instances of 
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suspected child abuse to the Division of Child Protection and 
Permanency.  

 
d. NJ.S. 9:6-8.36a requires the Division of Child Protection and 

Permanency to report all instances of child abuse to the County 
Prosecutor's Office.  Coordination between the Camden County 
Prosecutor's Office, the police, and the Division of Child Protection 
and Permanency is intended to accomplish the following: 

 
1) Ensure the safety of the child; 
 
2) Minimize trauma to the victim during the investigation, by 

controlling the number of interviews required of the victim; 
 
3) Obtain as quickly and efficiently as possible the information 

needed by law enforcement to aid in the arrest and 
conviction of the offender; 

 
4) Obtain as quickly and efficiently as possible the information 

needed by the Division of Child Protection and Permanency 
to ensure the welfare of the child; 

 
5) Obtain the best possible treatment for the victim; 
 
6) Enhance public perception of child abuse investigations. 

 
e. Immediate telephone referrals are to be made by the Division of 

Child Protection and Permanency and local police departments to 
the Child Abuse Unit of the Prosecutor's Office and by the 
Prosecutor's Office and local police departments to the Division of 
Child Protection and Permanency if an allegation falls within one of 
the following categories: 

 
1) An allegation that a child has been subjected to 

inappropriate sexual activity; 
 
2) A life threatening injury or death; 
 
3) Any allegation of burn, which appear to be caused by other 

than accidental means; 
 
4) Any allegation that a child is suffering from broken bones, 

internal organ damage, or is unconscious and the origin of 
the injury/condition does not appear to be accidental or due 
to illness; 

 
5) An allegation of severe bruising, welts, or other external 

injuries, which appear to be caused by other than accidental 
means; 

 
6) Any allegation where neglect severely endangers the 

physical safety of a child; 
 
7) Attempted abduction or kidnapping; 
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8). Any allegation of inappropriate sexual activity or physical 
abuse perpetrated by school personnel; and 

 
9) Any allegation of inappropriate sexual activity occurring in a 

school (victim less than 18). 
 

f. "Immediate telephone referrals" means as soon as the Division of 
Child Protection and Permanency worker, County Investigator, or 
Police Officer receives the call from a hospital, school or concerned 
citizen with an allegation that falls into any of the above categories. 
When the referral falls within one of these categories, the Division of 
Child Protection and Permanency must send a copy of the K-8 and 
9-7 forms to the Prosecutor's Office within one week after the report 
of the abuse has been received by them. Two Investigators and the 
Sergeant from the Prosecutor's Office are on-call after business 
hours to receive these calls. The on-call investigator can be reached 
by pager through Camden County Central Communication Center. 

 
g. Upon receiving an allegation of child abuse or vulnerable adult 

abuse, the Camden County Police Department will immediately 
notify the Division of Child Protection and Permanency and the 
Camden County Prosecutors Office Child Abuse Unit and determine 
whether either or both agencies will respond. 

 
h. The Prosecutor's Office, the Division of Child Protection and 

Permanency and local police departments are jointly responsible for 
conducting child/vulnerable adult abuse investigations. When an 
allegation of child/vulnerable adult abuse is received by any of these 
agencies, the receiving agency should contact the others to 
coordinate a joint investigation. The following steps in this 
investigation should be followed: 

 
1) Only a law enforcement officer shall collect evidence.   
 
2) A non-offending family member should be the signer of the 

criminal complaint against a child/vulnerable adult abuse 
perpetrator. If no such person is available or willing to sign 
the complaint then the officer should sign the complaint.  

 
3) A Division of Child Protection and Permanency worker 

should never determine probable cause or sign a criminal 
complaint.  

 
i. If the allegation is of a sexual nature the prosecutor's investigator 

may/will conduct the investigation. Please refer to Sex Crimes 
Investigation protocols. 

 
j. If the allegation is such that the perpetrator's conduct is a simple 

assault and the victim is less than seven years of age, the 
Prosecutor's investigator will respond to conduct a joint 
investigation.  

 
k. If the allegation is such that the perpetrator's conduct is a simple 

assault and the victim is seven or more years of age, the Camden 
County Police Department Department Detective Bureau will handle 
the investigation.  
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l. Investigation of Child Abuse Cases 

 
1) The Prosecutor's Office, the Division of Child Protection and 

Permanency and local police departments are jointly 
responsible for conducting child abuse investigations. When 
an allegation of child abuse is received by any of these 
agencies, the receiving agency should contact the others to 
coordinate the investigation. The following steps in this 
investigation should be followed when possible: 

 
a) Gathering general information from an adult 

concerning the nature of the abuse, the identity, age, 
and address of the victim, or locating and securing 
the safety of the child; 

 
b) Obtaining the identity, age, address, and current 

location of the perpetrator; 
 
c) Obtaining the necessary release forms to search for 

and seize evidence or obtain medical/counseling 
records; 

 
d) Obtaining medical treatment for the victim (if an 

immediate medical examination is necessary, when 
possible the center for Children's Support should be 
contacted for an emergent appointment.  If medically 
necessary, this exam should be conducted prior to 
obtaining a statement from the victim}. Any physical 
evidence should also be gathered at this time by 
having the medical personnel complete a sex assault 
kit. This evidence must be maintained for the chain of 
evidence. 

 
e) Obtaining a detailed statement from the 

victim/witness (if the victim/witness is twelve years of 
age or under a videotaped statement shall be taken 
by the Prosecutor's Investigator). No one should 
interview the victim prior to the Prosecutor's 
Investigator in order to minimize trauma. 

 
f) The investigating law enforcement officers should 

make a decision whether sufficient probable cause 
exists to sign a warrant. The officer/investigator, 
where feasible, should consult with the Unit 
Commander and/or Section Chief in making that 
decision. (The warrant should refer to the victim by 
initials only.)  A Division of Child Protection and 
Permanency worker should never sign a criminal 
complaint or determine probable cause. 

 
g) If a law enforcement officer is involved with an arrest 

and bail is to be set, 10 percent bail cannot be set for 
any charge under Sexual Assault 2C:14-2, or 
Endangering the Welfare of a Child 2C:24-4. Court 
Rule 3:6-2, requires that bail must be set by a 
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Superior Court Judge for the charges of Aggravated 
Sexual Assault, Sexual Assault, Kidnapping, and 
Aggravated Sexual Contact. Additionally, if bail is set 
you should request the condition that the perpetrator 
has no contact with the victim (Priority IV). 

 
h) After the criminal investigation is completed, an 

Assistant Prosecutor will review the case to 
determine whether the case should be presented to 
the Grand Jury. Children are not exempt from 
testifying at Grand Jury or at Trial. 

 
i) Only a law enforcement officer shall do the collection 

of evidence.  Local police officers and prosecutor's 
investigators should encourage a non-offending 
family member to be the signer of the criminal 
complaint against a child abuse perpetrator. If no 
such person is available or willing to sign the 
complaint and probable cause does exist for such a 
charge, the officer should sign the complaint. A 
Division of Child Protection and Permanency worker 
should never determine probable cause or sign a 
criminal complaint. If law enforcement is involved in 
the investigation, the Division of Child Protection and 
Permanency worker before speaking to the 
perpetrator should contact the law enforcement 
agency to ensure that their questioning will not 
impede the criminal investigation. In most 
investigations, it is only after law enforcement have 
concluded their questioning of the perpetrator, that 
the Division of Child Protection and Permanency 
should question that individual. Law enforcement has 
an obligation to act quickly and to advise the Division 
of Child Protection and Permanency of the 
perpetrator's response. 

 
j) If the allegation is of a sexual nature and the victim is 

12 years of age or less, the prosecutor's investigator 
will conduct the investigation with assistance from the 
police department and/or the Division of Child 
Protection and Permanency.  If the allegation is of a 
sexual nature and the victim is at least 13 years of 
age but less than 18 years of age and an intra-
familial relationship exists between the victim and the 
alleged perpetrator, the prosecutor's investigator will 
conduct the investigation with assistance from the 
police department and/or the Division of Child 
Protection and Permanency.  

  
k) If the allegation is such that the perpetrator's conduct 

is a simple assault and the victim is less than seven 
years of age, the Prosecutor's investigator will 
respond to assist with the investigation. It is preferred 
that the local police departments respond and 
investigate allegations of physical abuse where the 
perpetrator's conduct is a simple assault and the 
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victim is at least seven years of age. It is also 
preferred that the local police departments handle 
allegations of a sexual nature when the victim is at 
least 13 years of age and there is no intra-familial 
relationship. 

 
l) When either the Child Abuse Unit or a local police 

department receives an allegation of abuse, the 
receiving agency should immediately contact the 
other agency to determine whether one or both 
agencies will respond. 

 
m. Statute of Limitations 

 
1) Charges must be filed by the following cut-off dates: 

 
2C:14-2 Aggravated Sexual Assaults and Sexual Assaults 

 
a) Offenses occurring 12130/87 to 5/1191 - by the day 

before the victim's 23rd birthday. 
 
b) Offenses occurring after 5/2/91 - may be filed at any 

time. 
 

2C:14-3 Aggravated Criminal Sexual Contact and Criminal 
Sexual Contact 

 
a) Offenses occurring after 12/29/87 - by the day before 

the victim's 23rd birthday or within two years of 
discovery of the offense, whichever is later. 

 
2C:24-4 Endangering the Welfare of a Child 

 
a) Offenses occurring after 12/2/89 - by the day before 

the victim's 23rd birthday or within two years of 
discovery of the offense, whichever is later. 

 
b) Please note that the case must be indicted prior to 

these time period endings. If you have a case where 
the statute of limitations has nearly run, be sure to 
notify the Section Chief or Deputy Section Chief of 
the Child Abuse Unit immediately. 

 
n. Emergency Removal 

 
1) N.J.S. 9:6-8.29 permits a police officer, a designated 

employee of a county department of probation, or a 
designated employee of the Division of Child Protection and 
Permanency to remove a child from the place where he is 
residing without a court order and without the consent of the 
parent or guardian, if the child is in such condition that his 
continuance in said place or residence or in the care and 
custody of the parent or guardian presents imminent danger 
to the child's life or health, and there is insufficient time to 
apply for a court order. 
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o. Psychological Counseling 
 

1) Recommendations regarding psychological counseling for 
the victim and non-offending parents are available through 
the Victim Witness Office of the Prosecutor's Office or the 
Division of Child Protection and Permanency.  

 
3. Domestic Violence Investigations 

 
a. The Camden County Prosecutors Office Domestic Violence Unit will 

be notified in the following instances: 
 

1) When the domestic violence incident involves a crime of the 
1st or 2nd degree. 

 
2) When the domestic violence incident involves visible injuries 

to a victim and the resulting charges are an indictable crime. 
 
3) When the domestic violence incident involves an allegation 

that the victim was strangled by the aggressor, regardless of 
the degree of the resulting charges. 

 
4) When the domestic violence incident involves potential 

charges for both parties involved. 
 
5) Any time there is a question as to proper charges or whether 

or not the incident is a domestic violence incident. 
 

4. Sex Crime Investigations 
 

a. Whenever an incident of Sexual Assault or Aggravated Sexual 
Assault involves the below circumstances, the Camden County 
Prosecutors Office Child Abuse Unit will be notified and respond to 
perform a joint investigation. 
 
1) Victim is 12 years of age or younger 
 
2) Victim is 15 years of age or younger and the offender is a 

family member or guardian. 
 

5. Vehicular Homicide/Fatal MVA Investigations 
 

a. The Camden County Police Department will perform the preliminary 
investigation as part of the incident response to serious motor 
vehicle accidents with serious bodily injuries or death. 

 
b. The on-call Camden County Police Department Accident 

Investigation Officer and the Camden County Crash Response and 
Investigation Team (CRIT) must be notified and respond for a joint 
investigation for all: 

 
1) Fatal motor vehicle accidents 
 
2) Accidents involving serious bodily injury 
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c. The Camden County Prosecutors Office Homicide Unit must also 
be notified and respond for a joint investigation under the following 
circumstances: 
 
1) There is a fatality and evidence that a victim was 

intentionally struck by a vehicle 
 
2) There is a fatality and evidence that the victim was pushed, 

chased, or forced into path of a vehicle 
 
3) There is a fatality and reason to believe a surviving driver 

was under the influence of alcohol/drugs or evidence of 
reckless driving that may result in filing of vehicular homicide 
charges 

 
4) There is a fatality or serious bodily injury and the crash 

involves: 
 

a) a police vehicle 
 
b) a police pursuit 
 
c) terminated police pursuit 
 
d) any other emergency vehicle 
 

5) There is a fatality or serious bodily injury and the crash 
involves a driver or victim that is: 

 
a) a public official 
 
b) Police Officer, Prosecutor, or other law enforcement 

Officer whether on or off duty 
 
c) Immediate family member of person listed in 

subsection a) and b). 
 

6. Arson Investigations 
 

a. Certain fire incidents require an investigative response by the 
Camden County Police Department as well as investigators from 
the Camden County Prosecutors Office. 

 
b. The following circumstances dictate that the on-call Arson detective 

be notified: 
 
1) Arson of a Motor Vehicle 
 
2) Arson of abandoned structure where there is not significant 

property damage or injuries. 
 

c. The following circumstances require response by the on-call Arson 
detective to conduct/take over the investigation: 
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1) An occupied structure fire that has been determined by the 
Fire Chief or Fire Marshall to be suspicious or an act of 
Arson. 

 
2) A fire or incident involving an incendiary or explosive device 
 
3) Whenever requested by the Fire Marshalls Office to respond 
 

d. The following circumstances require notification to the on-call Arson 
Detective and Camden County Prosecutors Office Major Crimes 
Unit to assist in a joint investigation. 

 
1) Any fire that results in serious bodily injury or fatality. 
 
2) The detectives/investigators investigating a fire will do so 

within a joint investigation with the office of the Fire Marshal. 
 

7. Bias Crimes Investigations 
 

a. A Bias Incident is defined as any suspected or confirmed offense or 
unlawful act which occurs to a person, private property, or public 
property on the basis of race, color, religion, gender (except matters 
involving a violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:14-2 or 2C:14-3), handicap, 
sexual orientation or ethnicity. An offense is bias based if the motive 
for the commission of the offense or unlawful act pertains to race, 
color, religion, gender, handicap, sexual orientation or ethnicity. 

 
b. The Camden County Police Department Detective Bureau must be 

notified of and respond to all reported or suspected bias incidents. 
The responding detective will maintain lead investigative 
responsibility unless an outside agency joins the investigation at 
which time a joint investigation will be conducted. 

 
c. The Office of Bias Crime and Community Relations in the Division 

of Criminal Justice and the Camden County Prosecutors Office 
Major Crimes Unit shall be notified of all suspected or confirmed 
bias incidents as soon as possible, but in no event later than 24 
hours after law enforcement agency gains knowledge of such 
incidents. 

 
d. The Office of Bias Crime and Community Relations in the Division 

of Criminal Justice and the Camden County Prosecutors Office 
(Appropriate Unit) shall be notified immediately of all suspected or 
confirmed bias incidents that involve: 
 
1) Homicide, rape, aggravated assault or arson; 
 
2) A law enforcement officer as the alleged perpetrator, 
 
3) An organized hate group as the suspected perpetrator, 
 
4) The potential to generate large scale unrest.  
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e. While investigating a Bias incident, Detectives shall adhere to 
procedures as set forth in the Attorney General Guideline - Bias 
Incident Investigation Standards - Policy and Procedures for New 
Jersey Law Enforcement. 

 
8. Other Incidents/Investigations that may require notification or specialized 

response 
 

a. Notification must be made for any incident or investigation where it 
is determined to be appropriate to advise or request assistance 
from a Detective or unit with specific area of expertise or 
responsibility. Circumstances include but are not limited to: 
 
1) ABC Investigations 
 
2) Large seizures of narcotics or weapons 
 
3) Intelligence/Gang Related  
 
4) Domestic Violence 
 
5) Hazardous Material or Environmental Crime 

 
9. Crime Scene Processing 

 
a. The Camden County Police Department Crime Scene Investigative 

Unit will be notified to respond to process crime scenes, collect 
and/or photograph physical evidence, injuries, damage or anything 
of evidentiary value as determined by the Officer, Supervisor, or 
Detective responsible for the primary or follow-up investigation. 

 
b. Nothing herein, precludes the officer or detective from collecting 

physical evidence from the scene or taking photographs, if 
appropriate and within their capabilities. Physical evidence that is 
collected shall be collected in a manner that will not disrupt, destroy 
or compromise the items evidentiary value, authenticity, or further 
analysis.   

 
c. Generally, the collection of items requiring further analysis 

(fingerprints, DNA, etc.), complex scenes, or scenes that involve a 
significant amount of evidence or photographs shall be processed 
by the Crimes Scene Investigation Unit. While items merely 
requiring recovery and submission to the Evidence Unit that do not 
require further analysis or to be photographed for demonstrative 
evidence of its location/position/etc. will be collected by the 
investigating officer/detective. Factors to consider in determining if 
CSI is required to collect/process crime scene evidence: 
 
1) Seriousness of incident/crime 
 
2) Scope/Scale of the crime scene/items to be collected 
 
3) Type of evidence (blood, saliva, clothing, prints, video, etc.)  
 
4) Further analysis requirements of evidence/item(s). 
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5) Demonstrative evidence (photographs) needs of the item(s) 
 
6) Officer/Detective training/skill levels and possession of 

appropriate equipment/supplies. 
 

d. The County Crime Lab will be notified and respond to 
coordinate/jointly process with Camden County Police Department 
Crime Scene Investigation Unit for crime scenes of incidents of: 
 
1) Homicide 
 
2) Any case that CCPO Investigators are involved in and 

request the County Crime Lab to assist with crime scene 
processing. 

 
10. Time limitations shall be in accordance with 2C:1-6. 

 
VI. CONSENT TO OBTAIN EXEMPLARS 

 
A. An exemplar is physical evidence of known origin or source.  They are used to 

further an investigation by being compared with questioned pieces of evidence for 
the purpose of associating such evidence with a perpetrator. 

 
B. Exemplars can be almost any type of physical evidence that lends itself to existing 

comparison techniques.  Examples are fingerprints, photographs, hair, blood, 
saliva, etc. 

 
C. In general, there are five ways to obtain exemplars: 
 

1. Where probable cause exists, an officer may apply for a search warrant in 
accordance with department policy governing searches.   

 
2. Where the suspect is in custody and the exemplars sought are from his 

person, a court order may be obtained.  This process involves an 
Application, the Court Order, and Notification (to the suspect).   

 
3. Where the suspect is not in custody, a court order must be obtained that 

authorizes a detention of the suspect for the purpose of obtaining the 
desired evidence.  The procedure here is the same as that for an at-large 
suspect being placed in a lineup.  The package, involves an Application, 
Approval by the Prosecutor, the Order, Notice to the Suspect, and an 
Affidavit of Results.  The notification must be delivered to the suspect or his 
attorney no less than 36 hours before the court appearance on the motion 
for which an order is scheduled.  The detention itself may not exceed 5 
hours.  The court rule governing investigative detention is R 3:5A. 

 
4) Exemplars may be secured by consent.  If the suspect consents, an officer 

should make certain the consent is reduced to writing.  Personnel involved 
in investigations involving exemplars may, if the subject consents, obtain 
such exemplars by executing a Consent to Obtain Exemplars rather than by 
a court order or search warrant. 

 
a) When using the consent form, care should be taken to have the 

consent fully witnessed by at least two persons. 
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5) Exemplars may be obtained as incidental to arrest.  Present law permits an 
arresting officer to conduct a warrantless search of the individual being 
arrested and the area within his immediate control for evidence and the 
fruits and instrumentalities of the crime. 

 
D. In all of the above situations, officers must be aware that blood specimens, along 

with any other exemplar that would be taken from beneath the skin or from the 
genital area, will be obtained by qualified medical personnel to ensure that proper 
health standards are maintained. 

 
E. Officers contemplating a need for exemplars that require a court order should 

consult with an Assistant Prosecutor before proceeding. 
 

VII. CONSENSUAL INTERCEPTION AUTHORIZATION 
 

A. When an officer, in the course of an investigation, wishes to utilize a third party to 
surreptitiously monitor conversation by use of a radio transmitter and/or tape 
recorder, he/she shall first execute a Request for Consensual Interception 
Authorization and an Interception Consent Form. (See samples from another 
prosecutor’s office attached.  Usually forms are generated by the county 
prosecutor’s office). 

 
B. The Interception Consent Form must be signed and witnessed before the 

Request for Consensual Interception Authorization is presented for signature to 
the County Prosecutor. 

 
 

VIII. IDENTIFICATION OF SUSPECTS 
 
A. Composing the Photo or Live Lineup 
 

1. The following procedures will result in the composition of a photo or live 
lineup in which a suspect does not unduly stand out.  An identification 
obtained through a lineup composed in this manner should minimize any 
risk of misidentification and have stronger evidentiary value than one 
obtained without these procedures. 

 
2. In order to ensure that inadvertent verbal cues or body language do not 

impact on a witness, whenever practical, considering the time of day, day 
of the week, and other personnel conditions within the agency or 
department, the person conducting the photo or live lineup identification 
procedure should be someone other than the primary investigator assigned 
to the case.  In those cases where the primary investigating officer 
conducts the photo or live lineup identification procedure, he or she should 
be careful to avoid inadvertent signaling to the witness of the “correct” 
response. 

 
3. The witness should be instructed prior to the photo or live lineup 

identification procedure that the perpetrator may not be among those in the 
photo array or live lineup and, therefore, they should not feel compelled to 
make an identification. 

 
4. When possible, photo or live lineup identification procedures should be 

conducted sequentially, i.e., showing one photo or one person at a time to 
the witness, rather than simultaneously. 
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5. In composing a photo or live lineup, the person administering the 
identification procedure should ensure that the lineup is comprised in such 
a manner that the suspect does not unduly stand out.  However, complete 
uniformity of features is not required. 

 
6. Photo Lineup - In composing a photo lineup, the lineup administrator or 

investigator should: 
 

a. Include only one suspect in each identification procedure. 
 
b. Select fillers (non-suspects) who generally fit the witness’ 

description of the perpetrator. When there is a limited or inadequate 
description of the perpetrator provided by the witness, or when the 
description of the perpetrator differs significantly from the 
appearance of the suspect, fillers should resemble the suspect in 
significant features. 

 
c. Select a photo that resembles the suspect’s description or 

appearance at the time of the incident if multiple photos of the 
suspect are reasonably available to the investigator. 

 
d. Include a minimum of five fillers (non-suspects) per identification 

procedure. 
 
e. Consider placing the suspect in different positions in each lineup 

when conducting more than one lineup for a case due to multiple 
witnesses. 

 
f. Avoid reusing fillers in lineups shown to the same witness when 

showing a new suspect.  
 
g. Ensure that no writings or information concerning previous arrest(s) 

will be visible to the witness. 
 
h. View the array, once completed, to ensure that the suspect does 

not unduly stand out. 
 
i. Preserve the presentation order of the photo lineup. In addition, the 

photos themselves should be preserved in their original condition. 
 
7. Live Lineups - In composing a live lineup, the lineup administrator or 

investigator should: 
 

a. Include only one suspect in each identification procedure. 
 
b. Select fillers (non-suspects) who generally fit the witness’ 

description of the perpetrator. When there is a limited or inadequate 
description of the perpetrator provided by the witness, or when the 
description of the perpetrator differs significantly from the 
appearance of the suspect, fillers should resemble the suspect in 
significant features. 

 
c. Consider placing the suspect in different positions in each lineup 

when conducting more than one lineup for a case due to multiple 
witnesses. 
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d. Include a minimum of four fillers (non-suspects) per identification 
procedure. 

 
e. Avoid reusing fillers in lineups shown to the same witness when 

showing a new suspect. 
 

B. Conducting the Identification Procedure 
 
1. The identification procedure should be conducted in a manner that 

promotes the accuracy, reliability, fairness and objectivity of the witness’ 
identification. These steps are designed to ensure the accuracy of 
identification or non-identification decisions. 

 
2. Simultaneous Photo Lineup - When presenting a simultaneous photo 

lineup, the lineup administrator or investigator should: 
 

a. Provide viewing instructions to the witness as outlined above. 
 
b. Confirm that the witness understands the nature of the lineup 

procedure. 
 
c. Avoid saying anything to the witness that may influence the witness’ 

selection. 
 
d. If an identification is made, avoid reporting to the witness any 

information regarding the individual he or she has selected prior to 
obtaining the witness’ statement of certainty. 

 
e. Record any identification results and witness’ statement of certainty 

as outlined in subsection, “Recording Identification Results.” 
 
f. Document in writing the lineup procedure, including: 
 

1) Identification information and sources of all photos used. 
 
2) Names of all persons present at the photo lineup. 
 
3) Date and time of the identification procedure. 
 

g. Instruct the witness not to discuss the identification procedure or its 
results with other witnesses involved in the case and discourage 
contact with the media. 

 
3. Sequential Photo Lineup - When presenting a sequential photo lineup, 

the lineup administrator or investigator should: 
 

a. Provide viewing instructions to the witness as outlined above. 
 
b. Provide the following additional viewing instructions to the witness: 
 

1) Individual photographs will be viewed one at a time. 
 
2) The photos are in random order. 
 
3) Take as much time as needed in making a decision about 

each photo before moving to the next one. 
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4) All photos will be shown, even if an identification is made 

prior to viewing all photos; or the procedure will be stopped 
at the point of an identification. 

 
c. Confirm that the witness understands the nature of the sequential 

procedure. 
 
d. Present each photo to the witness separately, in a previously 

determined order, removing those previously shown. 
 
e. Avoid saying anything to the witness that may influence the witness’ 

selection. 
 
f. If an identification is made, avoid reporting to the witness any 

information regarding the individual he or she has selected prior to 
obtaining the witness’ statement of certainty. 

 
g. Record any identification results and witness’ statement of certainty 

as outlined in subsection, “Recording Identification Results.” 
 
h. Document in writing the lineup procedure, including: 
 

1) Identification information and sources of all photos used. 
 
2) Names of all persons present at the photo lineup. 
 
3) Date and time of the identification procedure. 

 
i. Instruct the witness not to discuss the identification procedure or its 

results with other witnesses involved in the case and discourage 
contact with the media. 

 
4. Simultaneous Live Lineup - When presenting a simultaneous live lineup, 

the lineup administrator or investigator should: 
 
a. Provide viewing instructions to the witness as outlined above. 
 
b. Instruct all those present at the lineup not to suggest in any way the 

position or identity of the suspect in the lineup. 
 
c. Ensure that any identification actions (e.g., speaking, moving, etc.) 

are performed by all members of the lineup. 
 
d. Avoid saying anything to the witness that may influence the witness’ 

selection. 
 
e. If an identification is made, avoid reporting to the witness any 

information regarding the individual he or she has selected prior to 
obtaining the witness’ statement of certainty. 

 
f. Record any identification results and witness’ statement of certainty 

as outlined in subsection, “Recording Identification Results.” 
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g. Document in writing the lineup procedure, including: 
 
1) Identification information of lineup participants. 
 
2) Names of all persons present at the lineup. 
 
3) Date and time of the identification procedure. 

 
h. Document the lineup by photo or video. This documentation should 

be of a quality that represents the lineup clearly and fairly. 
 
i. Instruct the witness not to discuss the identification procedure or its 

results with other witnesses involved in the case and discourage 
contact with the media. 

 
5. Sequential Live Lineup - When presenting a sequential live lineup, the 

lineup administrator or investigator should: 
 

a. Provide viewing instructions to the witness as outlined above. 
 
b. Provide the following additional viewing instructions to the witness: 
 

1) Individuals will be viewed one at a time. 
 
2) The individuals will be presented in random order. 
 
3) Take as much time as needed in making a decision about 

each individual before moving to the next one. 
 
4) If the person who committed the crime is present, identify 

him or her. 
 
5) All individuals will be presented, even if an identification is 

made prior to viewing all the individuals; or the procedure 
will be stopped at the point of an identification. 

 
c. Begin with all lineup participants out of the view of the witness. 
 
d. Instruct all those present at the lineup not to suggest in any way the 

position or identity of the suspect in the lineup. 
 
e. Present each individual to the witness separately, in a previously 

determined order, removing those previously shown. 
 
f. Ensure that any identification action (e.g., speaking, moving, etc.) 

are performed by all members of the lineup. 
 
g. Avoid saying anything to the witness that may influence the witness’ 

selection. 
 
h. If an identification is made, avoid reporting to the witness any 

information regarding the individual he or she has selected prior to 
obtaining the witness’ statement of certainty. 

 
i. Record any identification results and witness’ statement of certainty 

as outlined in subsection, “Recording Identification Results.” 
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j. Document in writing the lineup procedure, including: 

 
1) Identification information of lineup participants. 
 
2) Names of all persons present at the lineup. 
 
3) Date and time the identification procedure was conducted. 
 

k. Document the lineup by photo or video. This documentation should 
be of a quality that represents the lineup clearly and fairly. Photo 
documentation can either depict the group or each individual. 

 
l. Instruct the witness not to discuss the identification procedure or its 

results with other witnesses involved in the case and discourage 
contact with the media. 

 
6. Recording Identification Results - When conducting an identification 

procedure, the lineup administrator or investigator shall preserve the 
outcome of the procedure by documenting any identification or non-
identification results obtained from the witness.  Preparing a complete and 
accurate record of the outcome of the identification procedure is crucial. 
This record can be a critical document in the investigation and any 
subsequent court proceedings. The document shall be placed into 
evidence in accordance with department policy.  When conducting an 
identification procedure, the lineup administrator or investigator should: 

 
a. Record both identification and non-identification results in writing, 

including the witness’ own words regarding how sure he or she is. 
 
b. Ensure that the results are signed and dated by the witness. 
 
c. Ensure that no materials indicating previous identification results 

are visible to the witness. 
 
d. Ensure that the witness does not write on or mark any materials 

that will be used in other identification procedures. 
 
 
IX. CARGO THEFT/HIJACKING 

 
A. Definition - Cargo Theft is the criminal taking of any cargo including, but not limited 

to, goods, chattels, money, or baggage that constitutes, in whole or in part, a 
commercial shipment of freight moving in commerce, from any pipeline system, 
railroad car, motortruck, or other vehicle, or from any tank or storage facility, 
station house, platform, or depot, or from any vessel or wharf, or from any aircraft, 
air terminal, airport, aircraft terminal or air navigation facility, or from any 
intermodal container, intermodal chassis, trailer, container freight station, 
warehouse, freight distribution facility, or freight consolidation facility. For purposes 
of this definition, cargo shall be deemed as moving in commerce at all points 
between the point of origin and the final destination, regardless of any temporary 
stop while awaiting transshipment or otherwise.  

 
B. Detectives shall respond to reports of cargo thefts as they would any other theft 

and document the necessary information in a report. 
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C. Detectives shall also obtain the necessary information for a Theft/Hijack message.   
 
D. The Camden County Police Department is required to notify the New Jersey State 

Police, Cargo/Robbery Unit, when investigating a cargo theft, robbery or hijacking 
or recovers stolen cargo, within 24 hours by completing the Theft/Hijack message, 
which is part of the Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS).  The message 
shall be routed to the New Jersey State Police, Cargo Theft/Robbery Unit through 
the New Jersey Law Enforcement Telecommunications System. 

 
E. This applies to all thefts, robberies or hijackings of cargo from: 
 

1. Storage; 
 
2. Commercial and industrial centers; 
 
3. Air, sea and rail terminals; 
 
4. Commercial freight carriers. 

 
 

X. VIOLENT CRIMINAL APPREHENSION PROGRAM ("ViCAP") 
 
A. ViCAP's mission is to facilitate cooperation, communication, and coordination 

between law enforcement agencies and to support efforts by law enforcement to 
investigate, identify, track, apprehend, and prosecute serial offenders. 

 
B. The New Jersey State Police serves as a statewide "hub" for the FBI's nationwide 

ViCAP database and, as such, assists in analyzing crime information. 
 
C. The case detective shall directly enter into the ViCAP database information 

concerning: 
 

1. Solved or unsolved homicides or homicide attempts, especially those that 
involve abduction; appear to be random, motiveless or sexually motivated; 
or are known or suspected to be part of a series (N.J.S.A. 53:1-20.11). 

 
2. Missing persons, where the circumstances indicate possible foul play 

(N.J.S.A. 53:1-20.11). 
 
3. Unidentified dead bodies, where the manner of death is known or 

suspected to be homicide (N.J.S.A. 53:1-20.11). 
 
4. A high risk missing person or a missing child, as these terms are defined in 

N.J.S.A. 52: l 7B-212. 
 
5. Credible reports of: 

 
a. Aggravated Sexual Assaults Q!.J.S.A. 2C:l4-2a); Sexual Assaults 

(N.J.S.A. 2C:14-2b and 2C:l4-2c); Aggravated Criminal Sexual 
Contact (N.J.S.A. 2C:14-3a); Criminal Sexual Contact (N.J.S.A. 
2C:l4-3b), or Attempts to commit any of these offenses, when 
committed under any of the following circumstances: 
 
1) The victim was less than the age of 16 at the time of the 

offense. 
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a) Case information is not required to be entered if the 
victim consented to the commission of the offense 
but by reason of age was not capable of giving lawful 
consent (i.e. statutory rape), unless the actor has 
supervisory or disciplinary power over the victim by 
virtue of the actor's legal, professional, or 
occupational status. 

 
2) The actor concealed or attempted to conceal his or her 

identity. 
 
3) The actor was unknown to the victim at the time of the 

offense. 
 

4) The actor used the Internet to make initial contact with the 
victim. 

 
5) The actor purposely used drugs or alcohol to facilitate the 

offense. 
 
6) The actor used a weapon during the offense. 
 
7) The victim sustained bodily injury during the offense. 

 
6. Endangering the Welfare of a Child (N.J.S.A. 2C:24-4) involving any 

manner of sexual conduct when committed under any of the following 
circumstances: 
 
a. The actor was unknown to the victim and the Internet, or any other 

type of electronic medium, was used to facilitate the offense. 
 
b. The actor possessed, manufactured, traded or procured child 

pornography. 
 
7. Harassment (N.J.S.A. 2C:3-3A) when the actor was unknown to the victim 

and 
 
a. The harassment was sexual in nature; or 
 
b. The harassment involved sexual interest in a material object or non-

sexual part of the body; or 
 
c. The harassment was obscene in nature. 

 
8. Lewdness, where the offense is graded as a fourth degree crime under 

N.J.S.A. 2C:14-4. 
 
9. Luring or Attempts (N.J.S.A. 2C: 13-6). 
 
10. Peering (N.J.S.A. 2C:18-3c). 
 

11. Stalking (N.J.S.A. 2C:l2-10) not involving domestic violence, as defined n 
2C:25-19a. 

 

12. Non-Parental Child Abductions or Attempts (N.J.S.A. 2C:13-1 or 2C:13-4). 
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D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the case detective 
to enter into ViCAP information concerning documented criminal activities or 
offenses which may provide information that could assist in the identification 
and/or arrest of a serial predator. 

 

E. The case detective shall enter case information into the ViCAP database as soon 
as practicable, but no later than (30) days after the agency becomes aware of the 
information. If, after a case has been entered into the Vi CAP database, the 
identity of the offender is determined, or other information becomes available, the 
ViCAP database shall be updated accordingly. 


