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BY THE ORDER OF:  

Chief John S. Thomson 

SUPERSEDES ORDER #:  

 

 
PURPOSE The purpose of this directive is to codify the policy and procedures for the use of a 

conducted energy device (CED).   
 
POLICY  It is the policy of the Camden County Police Department to utilize conducted energy devices 

as an enhanced mechanical force option in compliance with the New Jersey Attorney 
General’s Supplemental Policy on Conducted Energy Devices. 

 
  Only the Taser X2 CED, purchased and issued by the Camden County Police Department, 

is authorized. CEDs (hereafter referred to as Taser) are considered a less-lethal enhanced 
mechanical force control device intended primarily to completely, but temporarily, 
incapacitate a non-compliant and potentially violent person, allowing officers to gain control 
of the person from a distance and with a minimal risk of injury.   

 
  A Taser should be used to control and subdue a subject through the application of electrical 

impulses that overrides the central nervous system and causes uncontrollable muscle 
contractions.  Two darts attached by thin wires are fired from a cartridge attached to the 
handheld device.  When both darts attach to the subject, a timed electrical impulse is applied 
to the subject at the control of the operator.   

 
  Tasers will be carried, handled, tested and deployed by officers who have completed 

department-conducted training on their safe handling and deployment.  
 
  This directive shall be used concurrent with Directive CCV3C2 Use of Force.  
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PROCEDURES 
 

I. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. Conducted energy device (CED) or Taser means any device approved by the New 
Jersey Attorney General that is capable of firing darts/electrodes that transmit an 
electrical charge or current intended to temporarily disable a person. 

 
1. Discharge means to cause an electrical charge or current to be directed at a 

person in contact with the darts/electrodes of a CED.  
 
2. Drive stun mode means to discharge a CED where the main body of the 

device is in direct contact with the person against whom the charge or current 
is transmitted.  

 
3. Enhanced mechanical force is an intermediate force option between 

mechanical force and deadly force requiring a greater level of justification 
than that pertaining to physical or mechanical force, but a lower level of 
justification than that required for the use of deadly force. Enhanced 
mechanical force is applied using less-lethal ammunition and/or a conducted 
energy device.  

 
4. Fire means to cause the darts/electrodes of a CED to be ejected from the 

main body of the device and to come into contact with a person for the 
purpose of transmitting an electrical charge or current against the person.  

 
5. Spark display means a non-contact demonstration of a CED's ability to 

discharge electricity that is done as an exercise of constructive authority to 
convince an individual to submit to custody.  

 
6. Stun gun means any weapon or other device, which emits an electrical 

charge or current intended to temporarily or permanently disable a person.  
 

7. Taser Deployment: 
 

a. Field deployment: 
 

1) Any probe discharge, including unintentional discharges; or 
 
2) The use of a Taser by physical contact to stun a subject; or  
 
3) The use of a spark display during a use of force incident. 

 
b. Non-field deployment: 

 
1) Deployment used strictly for the purpose of departmental 

conducted training or annual qualification. 
 
2) Spark test lasting more than six seconds. 
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II. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

A. The Chief of Police shall determine the number of officers who are authorized to 
carry and use a Taser.  

 
1. Officers shall not carry or use a Taser during an actual operation unless the 

Chief of Police has expressly authorized them in writing, considering their 
experience and demonstrated judgment.  

 
2. Officers shall not carry or use a Taser during an actual operation unless they 

have successfully completed a training course approved by the PTC in the 
proper use and deployment of conducted energy devices.  

 
3. The supervising weapons instructor shall ensure that all officers authorized 

to carry or use a Taser remain qualified by PTC-approved qualification and 
re-qualification procedures. 

 
4. The Chief of Police may at any time limit, suspend, or revoke the authority 

of an officer to carry or use a Taser, including for identified deficiencies in 
training, qualifications, or demonstrated judgment.  

 
5. Officers authorized to carry and use a Taser pursuant to this policy shall be 

exempt from criminal liability under N.J.S.A. 2C: 39-3(h) for knowing 
possession of a stun gun provided by their law enforcement agency.  

 
6. All officers authorized to carry and use a Taser shall qualify, and thereafter 

re-qualify annually, in a training course and qualification procedure approved 
by the PTC.  

 
B. Officers issued a Taser shall determine and record on the Taser Log prior to field 

deployment that the device, including the video recording function, is functional. 
 

1. Tasers will be stored unloaded of cartridges and separated from the battery.  
 
2. Tasers shall never be left unsecured.  Unattended Tasers must be minimally 

secured within a locked safe or similar receptacle when not being worn.  
 
3. Tasers that are not assigned for service shall be stored in the police 

administration building firearms vault.  
 

C. Prior to the being of a shift the authorized Taser operator shall conduct a spark test 
to check the device for proper functioning. 

 
1. The test shall be limited to five seconds in duration; 

 
2. The device shall be pointed in a safe direction; 

 
3. The cartridge will not be removed prior to conducting a spark test; 

 
4. The trigger will not be depressed to conduct a spark test.    

 
D. Any Taser that malfunctions or whose digital power magazine indicates a power 

level less than 20%, shall not be deployed in the field.  Malfunctions shall be reported 
immediately to his /her supervisor. 
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E. Tasers with malfunctioning recording units shall not be deployed. Malfunctioning 
Tasers shall be placed out of service and turned over to a Taser instructor for 
repairs. 

 
F. Tasers shall be carried in an approved holster on the duty belt on the opposite side 

of the body from the duty handgun.  When practical, Taser operators should carry 
two Taser cartridges. 

 
G. Officers authorized to carry a CED may do so ONLY while on-duty.  

 
H. Officers assigned a CED shall only use department issued cartridges that were 

specifically assigned to them. Cartridges shall be handled with care, and shall never 
be shared, modified or tampered with.  

 
III. TASER USE IN THE FIELD 

 
A. One of the key distinctions between the standard for using deadly force and the 

standard for using enhanced mechanical force is that the threat of death or serious 
bodily injury does not have to be imminent or immediate in order to use enhanced 
mechanical force. 

 
B. Because of its ability to physically incapacitate, the Taser has inherent limitations. 

Officers should exercise additional prudence before using a Taser on persons 
whose location or activity may result in subsequent injury.   

 

C. A Taser is approved for field deployment when both of the following circumstances 
are present: 

 
1. A department officer is confronted by a person classified as an assailant or 

active resister; and  
 
2. The Taser operator can safely approach the subject to within the eighteen-

foot effective range of the device.   
 

D. Officers may fire and/or discharge a Taser during an actual operation only where: 
 

1. The officer believes such force is reasonably necessary to prevent the 
person against whom the device is targeted from causing death or serious 
bodily injury to him/herself, an officer, or any other person; or  

 
2. The officer believes such force is reasonably necessary to prevent the 

immediate flight of an individual whom the officer has probable cause to 
believe has committed an offense in which the suspect caused or attempted 
to cause death or serious bodily injury; and 

 
3. The individual will not voluntarily submit to custody after having been given 

a reasonable opportunity to do so considering the exigency of the situation 
and the immediacy of the need to employ law enforcement force to prevent 
the individual from causing death or serious bodily injury to him/herself or 
any other person. 

 
4. Officers shall not direct an electrical charge or current against a person who 

has already received an electrical charge from a Taser unless the person, 
despite the initial discharge, continues to pose a threat of causing death or 
serious bodily injury to him/herself, an officer, or any other person. 
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a. The person shall be given a reasonable opportunity to submit to law 

enforcement authority and to comply with law enforcement 
commands before being subjected to a second or subsequent 
discharge, unless the person's conduct after the initial discharge 
creates a risk of death or serious bodily injury that is so immediate 
that any delay in applying a second or subsequent discharge would 
likely result in death or serious bodily injury.  

 
b. In the event that a second or subsequent discharge is authorized and 

necessary, the officer shall, when feasible, point the main body of the 
device so that the focus of the Taser’s internal video camera is 
centered on the person in order to record the circumstances justifying 
any such second or subsequent discharge.  

 
c. Officers should deploy one standard cycle and then evaluate the 

situation to determine if subsequent cycles are necessary. Officers 
should consider the potential risks from exposure to the Taser for 
longer than 15 seconds (whether due to multiple applications or 
continuous cycling). Any subsequent applications must be 
independently justifiable, and the risks weighed against other force 
options.  

 
E. Unless unfeasible, an officer who anticipates the deployment of a Taser will request 

that a supervisor respond to the scene. 
 

F. A Taser operator who is about to discharge a Taser will, when possible: 
 

1. Inform all other law enforcement officers at the scene of the imminent 
deployment of the device; 

 
2. Give verbal commands to the subject prior to, during, and after deployment 

of the Taser; 
 
3. For back shots aim for the subject’s back, below the neck area; for frontal 

shots, aim for lower center mass.   
 

G. Officers shall not direct an electrical charge or current against a person who is 
restrained by handcuffs unless:  

 
1. The officer reasonably believes, based on the subject’s conduct while 

handcuffed, that such force is immediately necessary to protect the officer, 
the suspect, or another person from imminent danger of death or serious 
bodily injury; and  

 
2. The use of physical or mechanical force (e.g., a baton or OC) is not 

immediately available to be employed, has been tried and failed to stop the 
imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury, reasonably appears to be 
unlikely to stop the imminent threat if tried, or would be too dangerous to the 
officer or an innocent person to employ.  

 
5. In the event that a Taser is discharged against a person who is restrained 

by handcuffs, the officer shall point the main body of the device so that the 
focus of the device's internal video camera is centered on the person in order 
to record the circumstances justifying the discharge.  
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H. Officers shall not use a Taser in drive stun mode unless the officer reasonably 

believes based on the subject's conduct that discharging the Taser in drive stun 
mode is immediately necessary to protect the officer, the suspect, or another person 
from imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury. 

 
I. Officers are not required to exhaust the option of using a Taser before using lethal 

ammunition in any circumstance where deadly force would be justified and 
authorized pursuant to this directive. 

 

J. The Taser shall not be directed or used: 
 

1. To retaliate for any past conduct or to impose punishment; 
 

2. Against a person who is exhibiting only passive resistance to an officer's 
command to move from or to a place, to get onto the ground, or to exit a 
vehicle; 

 
3. To prevent a person from committing property damage; 
 
4. Against the operator of a moving vehicle; 

 
5. Against obviously pregnant females; 

 
6. Against elderly persons; 

 
7. Against young children; 

 
8. Against a person who is situated on an elevated surface (e.g., a ledge, 

scaffold, near a precipice, etc.) unless reasonable efforts have been made 
to prevent or minimize a fall-related injury (e.g., deploying a safety net); 

 
9. Immediately adjacent to a body of water in which the targeted person could 

fall during any stage of the application of the electrical current generated or 
transmitted by the device; 

 
10. In any environment where an officer knows or has reason to believe that a 

potentially flammable, volatile, or explosive material or gas is present that 
might be ignited by an open spark, including but not limited to pepper spray 
with a volatile propellant, gasoline, natural gas, or propane; 

 
K. Two or more Tasers shall not be discharged upon a person at the same time.  

 
L. Officers should not fire a CED if there is a substantial risk that the electrode/darts 

will strike an innocent person unless firing the device in such circumstances is 
reasonably necessary to protect the innocent person(s) from being killed or seriously 
injured by the person against whom the CED is targeted. 

 
M. When feasible, the officer should warn the person against whom the Taser is 

directed that he/she intends to fire it.  
 

1. If a second or subsequent discharge is authorized, the officer, when feasible, 
should warn the person that he/she intends to discharge the device again.  
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2. It is not necessary for an officer to warn the person of the impending 
firing/discharge of the device or to provide the person with an opportunity to 
submit to law enforcement authority before firing/discharging the device, if 
the person's conduct is creating a risk of death or serious bodily injury that 
is so immediate that any delay in firing/ discharging the device would likely 
result in death or serious bodily injury (e.g., where the person is actively 
engaged in committing an aggravated assault, or is actively engaged in an 
attempt to commit suicide or an act of self mutilation).  

 
N. Officers shall not unholster a Taser during an actual operation unless he/she 

reasonably believes that it may be necessary for him/her to use the Taser.  
 

1. An officer shall not exhibit a Taser to a person or conduct a spark display 
during an actual operation unless the officer reasonably believes that display 
of the Taser and/or a demonstration of its ability to discharge electricity as 
an exercise of constructive authority would help to establish or maintain 
control in a potentially dangerous situation in an effort to discourage 
resistance and ensure officer safety.  

 
2. An officer may also unholster and/ or exhibit a Taser or conduct a spark 

display if another officer on the scene has unholstered and/or exhibited a 
firearm in accordance with this directive.  

 
3. Through verbal commands, an officer may threaten to use a Taser, so long 

as the officer's purpose is limited to creating an apprehension that the Taser 
will be used if necessary. 

 
O. To ensure officer safety, when feasible, at least one law enforcement officer other 

than the one deploying the CED should be present, and be armed with lethal 
ammunition, and be prepared to deploy deadly force in the event that the use of a 
CED for any reason fails to incapacitate the suspect and prevent him or her from 
causing death or serious bodily injury to the officer equipped with the device, or any 
other person. 

 
P. During the deployment of a CED, the deploying officer shall, when feasible, 

continually evaluate the options selected against changing circumstances. 
 

IV. MEDICAL TREATMENT 
 

A. An officer who deploys a Taser will request that a supervisor respond to the scene. 
 

B. Following such use of enhanced mechanical force, officers shall immediately 
evaluate the need for medical attention or treatment for the person upon whom the 
force was used and provide first aid to the extent of their training except where the 
application of first aid will expose the officer, other personnel, or the injured person 
to immediate danger in accordance with Directive V3C2 Use of Force, Section V. 

 
 
 
 

C. If a subject is struck in the head, face, eye, genitals or other sensitive area by a 
Taser probe or complain of injury as a result of the use of a Taser, the subject shall 
be medically cleared before released or processing. If a dart remains in an area as 
described above, officers shall leave the dart to be removed by medical personnel  
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D. Subjects against whom a Taser had been fired shall be transported to a medical 
facility for examination if any of the following circumstances exist:  

 
1. The subject requests medical attention;  
 
2. The subject had been rendered unconscious or unresponsive;  
 
3. The subject, after being subjected to a discharge, does not appear to have 

recovered normally, as described in Taser training;  
 
4. The subject has exhibited signs of excited delirium, as described in Taser 

training, prior to, during, or after the discharge of the Taser;  
 

5. The subject has suffered bodily injury requiring medical attention as a result 
of a fall, or otherwise reasonably appears to be in need of medical attention; 

 
6. The subject was exposed to three or more discharges from a Taser during 

the encounter;  
 

7. The subject has been exposed to a combined or continuous discharge 
lasting 15 seconds or more;  

 
8. No one present at the scene is qualified or authorized to remove the Taser 

darts/electrodes from the subject's person;  
 

9. An officer trained in the removal or an emergency medical technician trained 
and authorized to remove darts/electrodes experiences difficulty in removing 
a dart/electrode; or  

 
10. Any part of a Taser dart/electrode has broken off and remains imbedded  

 
E. Only an officer trained in the removal of CED dart/electrodes, emergency medical 

technician (EMT), or other qualified medical personnel can remove a CED 
dart/electrode. 

 
F. Persons exhibiting symptoms of excited delirium (e.g., nudity, profuse sweating or 

irrational behavior) may be susceptible to collateral problems and shall be closely 
monitored following the application of any Taser. 

 
V. REPORTING PROCEDURES 

 
A. In all instances when a Taser is field deployed (see definitions), the officer shall 

complete prior to the end of his/her shift: 
 

1. Any reports made necessary by the nature of the underlying incident; and  
 
2. A Use of Force Report; and  
 
3. An Information Report; and  
 
4. A Conducted Energy Device Deployment Review Report. 

 
B. When an officer un-holsters and exhibits a CED and/or conducts a spark display, 

but does not fire or discharge a CED or otherwise employ actual force against a 
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subject, a use of force report is not required, but the action shall be documented in 
the report made necessary by the underlying event and an Information Report.  

 
C. In all instances when a CED is fired at or discharged upon a person, the internal 

affairs unit shall be notified and respond to investigate the circumstances and 
outcome of the device's use.  

 
1. The responding supervisor shall take custody of and secure the CED. The 

supervisor shall safeguard the device until it can be turned over to the 
internal affairs unit or Taser instructor. 

 
2. The internal digital recording systems of these devices shall be maintained 

and the data contained therein cannot be tampered with, and cannot be 
accessed or erased except by authorized supervisors.  After the information 
is safeguarded, the device may be returned to service. The information 
stored in the device concerning the use of force incident (e.g., data 
concerning the time the weapon was fired, the time of all electrical 
discharges, and video recordings of the firing of the weapon and all electrical 
discharges) shall be preserved and forwarded to the evidence function, and 
documented in the report of the incident.  

 
3. Personnel trained in the collection of evidence from the discharge incident, 

including cartridges, darts, AFIDS tags, etc., shall collect this type of 
evidence. 

 
4. Crime scene investigation staff members shall collect all other evidence 

associated with the incident including photos of injuries. 
 

5. The internal affairs unit commander shall report on the incident to the Chief 
of Police, providing the Chief of Police information on all relevant 
circumstances, deployment, and outcome, including whether the 
deployment· avoided injury to an officer and avoided the need to use deadly 
force. Upon receipt, the Chief of Police shall issue a finding on whether the 
firing and all discharges complied with the Attorney General's Supplemental 
Policy on Conducted Energy Devices. 

 
6. The Chief of Police shall forward the report to the Camden County 

Prosecutor’s Office within 3 business days of the firing/discharge, unless the 
Camden County Prosecutor grants the Chief of Police request for a 
reasonable extension of time within which to forward the report for good 
cause shown  

 
D. Internal affairs shall also conduct an administrative review of Taser deployment 

incidents to determine whether: 
 

1. The relevant directive was clearly understandable and effective to cover the 
situation; 

 
 
2. Department training is currently adequate. 
 
3. Department equipment is adequate; 

 
4. There was adherence to departmental rules, policies, procedures and 

directives. 
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CAMDEN COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT – Conducted Energy Devices - Tasers – Page 11 of 12 

 Office of the Attorney General, State of New Jersey 
CONDUCTED ENERGY DEVICE DEPLOYMENT REVIEW REPORT  
 
 
 

 

Agency                                                                                                         Badge #                                          Case #                                  CED Incident 
# 

Date of Deployment                     Time of 
Deployment 

Location                                                                  Reviewer’s Name                             Badge # 

CED Model CED Serial # Cartridge Serial # Cartridge Serial # 

 Yes No N/A 

1. Was the pre-operational check performed?    

2.  Did the device malfunction? (If yes, explain in narrative.)    

3.  Sparks display only    

4.  Probe deployment?    

5. Was device activated but not utilized?    

6. Did both probes make contact with the subject?    

7. Was the drive stun mode utilized?    

8. Was more than one discharge cycle necessary?    

9. Was the subject handcuffed during discharge?    

10. Did the deployment avoid the need to employ deadly force?    

11. Did the deployment avoid injury to the CED operator?     

12. Was the subject injured as a result of deployment?    

13. Was the subject transported to a medical facility?    

14. Use of Force Report completed?    

15. Was the deployment fully recorded on video?  (If not, explain in narrative.)    

16. Was the data downloaded and stored?    

17. Did the user comply with policy?    

 
ACTION TAKEN OR RECOMMENDED 

 Training (1)  Written performance, counseling (2)  Referral to internal affairs (3) 

 Allegation notification and policy review intervention between supervisor and CED operator 

(4) IA Case #  

 Commendation or other form of recognition of remarkable performance (5) 

 Evaluation and/or referral for mandatory professional assistance (6) 

 Verbal Counseling (7)  Review of SOP w/subordinate (8)  No further action 
 

NARRATIVE (Continue of additional pages if necessary) 

 

REVIEWER’S SIGNATURE, BADGE & DATE OFFICER’S SIGNATURE, BADGE & DATE 
 
 

 
(Signature does not imply agreement, but merely acknowledges awareness of this review) 

NJ/OAG/DCJ 2014 
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