
 

 

Policing Project’s Nashville Team 

 
Community Engagement Team 
 

Farhang Heydari is a Deputy Director of 
the Policing Project and a Lecturer in Law at 
Columbia Law School focusing on criminal 
justice and civil rights coursework.  

Ariele Le Grand is a Senior Program Manager 
of the Policing Project. She is a licensed social 
worker with a depth of experience in 
community engagement, facilitation and 
program development.  

 
Commissioner Robert C. Haas (Ret.) served as chief executive of the Cambridge Police Dept from 2007-
2016, and previously served as the Massachusetts state Executive of Public Safety (2006-2007), state 
Undersecretary of Law Enforcement and Homeland Security (2003-2006), and Chief of the Westwood (MA) 
Police Dept (1991-2003). 

 
Social Science Team 
 

Maria Ponomarenko is a Deputy Director 
of the Policing Project, and a co-teacher of 
the Democratic Policing seminar and 
Policing Project Externship. 

Richard Carson is a Professor of Economics at 
University of California, San Diego, Research 
Director of Int’l Environmental Policy at the UC 
Institute for Global Conflict & Cooperation, and 
senior fellow at the Supercomputer Center. 

 
Mark A. Cohen is the Justin Potter Professor 
of American Competitive Enterprise and 
Professor of Law at Vanderbilt Law School.  

Gregory DeAngelo is an Assistant Professor of 
Economics at West Virginia University’s College 
of Business & Economics, and Affiliated Faculty 
at the Center for Free Enterprise.  
 

 
Jack Glaser is a Professor and Associate 
Dean of Public Policy of the Goldman 
School of Public Policy at the University of 
California Berkeley.  
 

 

Sharad Goel is an Assistant Professor of 
Management Science & Engineering and, by 
courtesy, of Sociology and of Computer 
Science at Stanford University. 
 

Emily Owens—Advisor is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Criminology, 
Law, & Society at University of California, 
Irvine, and also holds a secondary appointment 
in the Department of Economics. 

Evelyn J. Patterson—Advisor is an Associate 
Professor of Sociology at Vanderbilt University 
and Affiliated Faculty at the Centers for 
Medicine, Health & Society, and Society for 
the Study of Democratic Institutions.  

 
Ravi Shroff is an Assistant Professor of 
Applied Statistics at NYU’s Steinhardt School, 
and an Assistant Professor of Urban Informatics 
at the Center for Urban Science & Progress. 
 

Crystal S. Yang is an Assistant Professor at 
Harvard Law School and a Faculty Research Fellow 
at the National Bureau of Economic Research. 

  

Barry Friedman serves as the Director of the Policing Project at New York University School of Law, where 
he is the Jacob D. Fuchsberg Professor of Law and Affiliated Professor of Politics. Before joining the NYU 
faculty in 2000, he was a professor at Vanderbilt Law School. He is a nationally-recognized expert on policing, 
and is the Reporter for the American Law Institute’s Principles of the Law: Policing project, working with a 
diverse group of individuals to develop best practices for policing.  


